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Survey Title

Methodology

National Crime 
Victimization 
Survey (NCVS)

National 
Women’s Study 
(NWS)

National Family 
Violence Survey

National 
Violence Against 
Women Survey 
(NVAWS)

Context of the 
survey

Questions asked 
in context of a 
“crime survey” 

Questions asked 
in context of 
“stressful events” 
experienced

Questions 
asked in context 
of “personal 
conflicts” between 
family members

Questions asked 
in context of 
issues related to 
“personal safety”

Identifies injuries 
resulting from 
violence

Yes No No Yes

Identifies context 
of violence

Yes. Asks 
questions to 
distinguish acts of 
self-defense

No. Does not dis-
tinguish acts of 
self-defense

No. Does not dis-
tinguish acts of 
self-defense

Yes. Asks 
questions that 
distinguish acts of 
self-defense

women than for men (Archer, 2000; M. P. Johnson, 2008). Indeed, as we will see in 
Chapter 9, the gendered nature of IPV victimization is hotly debated among 
researchers and practitioners.

Risk Factors Associated With IPV Victimization

During the 1970s and 1980s, as victim advocacy groups sought to raise public aware-
ness about the severity of IPV in the United States, a common claim was that IPV 
victims are found among all sociodemographic groups. Of course, there is some truth 
to this statement, but it also masks the greater vulnerability to victimization among 
members of some social groups. Here we consider some of these variations in risk 
across various groups.

Sex

Are men as likely as women to be victimized by an intimate partner? As we discussed 
above, if we simply count acts of IPV, women’s reports of IPV perpetration against their 
male partners are as high as—and in some studies, higher than—men’s reports of IPV 
perpetration against their female partners (Archer, 2000). These data, however, obscure 
some important differences in women’s and men’s IPV victimization experiences.

*Estimate is not reported; relative standard error > 30% or cell size < 20.

SOURCE: Ford, Bachman, Friend, & Meloy, 2002.


